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Some names for the Roma

There are two l�sts of names - one of Roma names for themselves, the other names for the Roma �n other
languages.

Roma names

Name Mean�ng Notes Source

    

Arg�ntar� S�lversm�ths Roman�an 5

Ashkal�  Montenegro, Kosovo, Macedon�a; don't
speak Roman�

1.73

Aurar� Goldwashers Roman�a 1.171

Aurar� Goldwashers Roman�an 5

Bet�cos  Cast�l�an-speak�ng Andalus�an Roma who
have permanently settled �n house-caves or
town houses �n such areas as Granada c�ty
and Guad�x.

5

Bashalde Mus�c�ans Descendants of 'Hungar�an-Slovak' gyps�es
�n Amer�ca

6.235

Bosha  Roma �n Armen�a who call themselves
Lom; speakers of Central Rroman� d�alects
(Armen�an).

5

Boyash (also
Bayash, Beyash)

 A Vlax Rroman� populat�on, w�de spread
throughout Europe and the Amer�cas, who
descend from the Rudar� and who have a
Ruman�an d�alect as the�r nat�ve language
�nstead of Rromanes

5

Chergar� Tent-dwellers Alban�a(Grab�an), nomad�c Turk�sh
gyps�es (1.108)

1.75

Ch�ng�anes  Turkey 4.16

Ch�vute
(Spo�toresele)

Wh�tewashers Roman�an 5

Churara Chur� = Kn�fe;
(6.226) cla�ms
s�eve-makers

Known for mak�ng stra�ners and other
cook�ng utens�ls out of alum�n�um and
wood (5)

3.128

Costorar� T�nners Roman�an 5

Cut�tar� Sharpeners Known for sharpen�ng cutlery, sc�ssors,
kn�ves, and anyth�ng w�th a metal blade
(Roman�an)

5
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Djambas Horse-
traders/acrobats

Macedon�a 1.107

Erl�de  Bulgar�a 4.16

Erl�je  Turk�sh gypsy 1.108

Ferar� (Herar�) Ironworkers Trad. Blacksm�ths, carr�age repa�rers, now
many repa�r metal conta�ners (Roman�an)

5

Gabor�  Trad. Made and repa�red furnaces and hot-
water bottles (Roman�an)

5

Gelderar�  Germany; �.e. Kalderash 6.259

Grastar�  Bulgar�a, aka Lovara, horse-traders 1.135

Hungaros  Kalderash �n Spa�n, or�g. from central
Europe

5

Jen�sche  Germany 1.272

Kabudj�  Alban�a(T�rana) 1.22

Kalderash Coopersm�th
(6.226)

  

Kale Black Spa�n=g�tanos 4.223

Kantara� We�ghers Wallach�a/Moldova 8.117

K�rpach� Basketmakers Roman�an 5

Kobzar� Goldsm�ths Wallach�a/Moldova 8.117

Kopanar�  Roman�an-speak�ng Bulgar�an Chr�st�an
Gyps�es

8.11

Kotorara  Tent-dwellers, Carpath�an forest and
footh�lls at the edge of the Ukra�n�an pla�n

3.225

Kovach� Blacksm�ths (5) says Roman�an, but Kovach �s Slav�c 5

La�esh� Members of a
horde

Roman�an 6.223

Laller� "dumb" �.e.
speakers of other
d�alects

Germany 6.259

Lautar� Mus�c�ans; str�ctly
f�ddlers

Roman�an, fr. Turk/Arab 5

L�ngurar� Spoon-makers
(6.222)

Makers of wooden spoons, roll�ng p�ns and
cutlery; Roman�an

5

Lovara Horse-dealers
(6.226)

 1.53
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Machvaya  Rom proper; supposedly from Matsva,
Serb�a (5)

3.134

Mango  Montenegro, Kosovo, Macedon�a; don't
speak Roman�

1.73

Manouche  French Roma; French spell�ng of manush 5

Mechkar�  Alban�a(T�rana) 1.22

Mestere-Lacatuch�  Makers of keys, locks and burglar bars
(Roman�an)

5

Netots�  Runaway slaves �n the Carpath�ans 6.223

Padurean� Forester Wallach�a/Moldova 8.117

Potcovar�  Ironworkers and shoers of horses
(Roman�an)

5

Rl�a  Alban�a; don't speak Roman� 1.73

Rom   1.100

Roman�chal
(Romn�chal,
Romn�chel)

 Northern European (esp. Br�t�sh) Roma 5

Romungro  Hungar�an-speak�ng Roma 5

Rudar� M�ners (6.223) In Roman�a, but speak no Roman�; fr.
Slavon�c (c.f. Slovene rudar�); also ludar�
(6.234)

1.180

Rudar� (also
Rudars, Ludar�,
Bl�dar�, L�ngurar�)

 Makers of wooden spoons, troughs, plates
and sp�ndles. Also used for goldwashers

5

Salahor� House-bu�lders Roman�an 5

Sf�rnar�  Trad. An�mal dealers and tra�ners
(Roman�an)

5

Shoshoraya In Lovara=rabb�ts Pol�sh coppersm�ths 3.224

S�nt�  Germany 1.194

S�tar�  Known today for mak�ng stra�ners, roll�ng
p�ns and other cook�ng utens�ls (Roman�an)

5

Ursar� Bear tra�ners Balkans 1.180

Vatrash�  Slave grooms, coachmen, cooks �n
Roman�a

8.109

Xoraxane  "Turk�sh" or musl�m gyps�es, Bulgar�a
(Sl�ven)

1.118

Xoraxa�  M�ddle-eastern Roma (Turk�sh/Arab�c) 5
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Yevkos  Alban�a, Macedon�a; don't speak Roman� 1.72

Z�ngaros  Kalderash �n Spa�n, or�g. from central
Europe

5

Zlatar� Goldwashers Slav�c 5

 

Gadje names

Name Notes/Source

  

"Fools styled Greek
Bohem�ans"

 

Ads�ncan� Georg�an form of Ats�ngano� (8.1)

Ath�ngan� Gr. "do not touch"

Atz�ngano� Greek

Bohem�ans  

Cadeg�pt� Italy (6.106)

Cascarots French Basque (6.184)

C�gan� Slovene

C�ganyok Hungar�an

C�kan Czech

C�ngal� Italy (6.107)

C�ngul� Italy (6.106)

Cygan�e Pol�sh

Czygen�er German (6.87)

Egypt�ans  

G�ofog Ir�sh Gael�c

G�pcyan England; �ntermed�ate form from Egypt�an
to gypsy (6.136)

G�pson England; �ntermed�ate form from Egypt�an
to gypsy (6.136)

G�tano Span�sh

Greeks  
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He�den (Heathens) Germany (6.147)

Jats ?Turk�sh

Jews  

K�bt�an Turk�sh (6.174)

Lur�, Lul� Pers�an name for 'gypsy' (6.35)

Manouches French fr. Manush (6.253)

Nur� (pl. Nawar) Syr�a, Palest�ne, Egypt, var�ant of Lur�,
Lul� (6.35)

Pharaones (pharaoh's people) Hungary, Transylvan�a (6.109)

Rom�t�  

Saracens France (6.92)

Tatarre (Tartars) Swed�sh (6.121)

Ts�ganes French

Ţs�gan� Roman�an

Turks  

Zegynen Sw�tzerland (6.90)

Z�gen� German (6.84)

Z�genar� Sweden (6.121)

Z�geuner German

Z�ngar� Ital�an

Zott� (pl. Zott) Zott �s Arab�c�sed form of Jat, an Ind�an
tr�bal name; Pers�an name for 'gypsy'
(6.35); and also for all Indus-valley
peoples (6.36)
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