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Some Roman� Phrases

Phrase Mean�ng Notes Source

    

Ajs� bor� lach�: xal
b�londo, phenel londo

Such a daughter-�n-law
�s good who eats
unsalted food and says �t
�s salted

Slovak�a 1.40

Akana mukav tut le
Devlesa

I now leave you to God Lovara, funeral
comment

3.79

Amaro baro them Our b�g land, �e
ancestral homeland

 1.109

Ande save v�tsa In wh�ch v�tsa  9.193

Ando gav b� zhuklesko jal
o pavor� b� destesko

In the v�llage w�thout
dogs the farmers walked
w�thout st�cks

 3.167

Ando gav b� zhuklesko
sha� p�ravel o manush b�
destesko

In a v�llage w�thout a
dog a man can walk
w�thout a st�ck

 3.175

Ashen Devlesa, Romale May you rema�n w�th
God

 3.214

Baxt ha� sast�mos t�r�
patrag�

W�sh luck and good
health

Sa�d on Slavas 9.119

Bengesko n�amso Cursed German  4.87

B� kashtesko merel � yag W�thout wood the f�re
would d�e

 3.56

Bolde tut, kako Please turn away If she was unable
to avo�d pass�ng
�n front of one or
between two
men, a gypsy
woman m�ght say
th�s to avo�d
poss�ble marh�me

3.151

Cha�lo s�m I am replete (�e full)  3.30

Das dab ka � roata le neve
vurdonesk�

To g�ve a push to the
wheel of the new wagon

�.e. to prov�de a
k�ck-start to
newlywed
households

3.201

Devlesa araklam tume It �s w�th God that we
found you

 3.245
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Devlesa av�lan It �s God who brought
you

 3.245

Droboy tume Romale  Trad�t�onal
greet�ng
(response �s Na�s
tuke (thank you)

3.149

Dza devlesa God go w�th you Russ�a 2.90

El Crall�s ha n�cobado la
l�r� de los Cales

The k�ng has taken away
the law of the gyps�es

Cale; note the
hybr�d of Roman�
lex�con and
Cast�l�an
phonology,
morphology and
syntax

6.167

Fer� ando pay� s�tsholpe te
nauyas

It was �n the water that
one learned to sw�m

Lovara 3.60

Gadje Gadjensa, Rom
Romensa

Gadje w�th Gadje, Rom
w�th Rom

 4.96

I chatsk� ts�nuda de tehara,
va� de ha�no, khal tut

The true nettle st�ngs
from the beg�nn�ng

 4.94

I ch�r�klesk� kul ch� perel
duvar pe yek than

The dropp�ngs of the
fly�ng b�rd never fall
tw�ce on the same spot

 4.24

Is� �l� daba Here there are also
smacks

 1.35

Is� ma xar�ca love; so
hramosorav and� gazeta;
a-ko �s� pomosh�nav
tumen

I have a l�ttle money; I
am a journal�st; maybe I
can help you

 1.209

Jekh d�lo kerel but d�le ha�
but d�le keren d�l�mata

One madman makes
many madmen, and
many madmen make
madness

 1.37

Ka xl�a ma pe tute I am go�ng to sh�t on
you

Alban�a 1.34

Ka� zhal o vurdon vurma
mekela

Where the wagon goes a
tra�l �s left

 4.97

Kask� san? Whose are you?  9.193

Kay zhala I suv shay zhala
w� o thav

Where the needle goes,
surely the thread w�ll
follow

 4.95

Kon del tut o na� sha� dela
tut w� o vast

He who w�ll�ngly g�ves
you one f�nger w�ll also

 3.205
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g�ve you the whole hand

Kon khakhavel o balo w�
leste s� I shur�

He who feeds the p�g
also holds the kn�fe over
�t when �t �s fattened

 4.115

Kon khal but, khal pesk�
bakht

He who eats much eats
away h�s own luck

Kalderash say�ng 3.224

Love k-o vast, bor� k-o
grast

Money �n hand, br�de on
horse

 1.286

Mandar tsera ta� kater o
Del ma� but te aven
tumenge

From me a l�ttle money,
but may God g�ve you
plenty

?tumenge ->
humungous

3.201

Mashkar le gadjende lesk�
sh�b s� le Romesk� zor

Surrounded by the
Gadje, the Rom's only
defence �s h�s tongue

 3.51

May angle sar te merel
kad� yag

Before th�s f�re burns
out

Armaya 3.169

May kal� � mur� may gugl�
avela

The darker the berry the
sweeter �t �s

Lovara 3.54

May m�shto les o thud
katar � gurumn� ka� tordjol

It �s eas�er to m�lk a cow
that stands st�ll

 3.53

May m�shto phabol o
kasht o chordano

Stolen wood burns
better for be�ng stolen

 4.94

May s�go sar te may khav Before I even have my
next meal

Armaya 3.169

Me mangav te jav ando
gran�tza tumensa

I want to go to the
border w�th you

 1.208

Me p�av pan� I dr�nk water Cf Skr me p�na
pan� = to dr�nk
water

1.108

Me san de sp�rosk� shey I am Sp�ro's daughter  9.193

Me som Bardu I am Bardu  1.218

Mukhenpe te khan la
lum�a

If they conquer the
world

 4.90

Na b�ster 500,000 Don't forget the 500,000 Ref to the
holocaust

1.243

Na daran Romale v� ame
sam Rom chache

Do not fear, you Gypsy
men, for we too are
Gyps�e�s

 3.245

Na may kharunde ka� ch�
khal tut

Not to scratch where �t
doesn't �t

 3.52
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Na�s tuke Thank you  3.149

Nasht� zhas vorta po drom
o bango

You cannot walk stra�ght
when the road �s bent

 4.102

O chavorro na b�andola
dandencar

The ch�ld �s not born
w�th teeth

Alban�a 1.44

O lov ta� o beng nasht�
beshen patshasa

Ne�ther money nor the
dev�l can rema�n �n
peace

 3.240

O manusha khelevan tut The people make you
dance

Sa�d �f a place �s
n�ce

1.59

O shoshoy kaste s� fer�
yek kh�v s�go athadjol

The rabb�t wh�ch has
only one hole soon �s
caught

 4.89

O Sp�ro le t�nshasko shav The Sp�ro who �s the son
of T�nha

 9.193

O ushal�n zhala sar o kam
mangela

The shadow moves as
the sun commands

 4.31

O xonxano baro The great tr�ck Span�sh Roman�,
a type of sw�ndle

6.62

O zalzaro khal pesk� p�r� Ac�d corrodes �ts own
conta�ner

 4.97

Opre Roma! Roma Ar�se! Slogan of the
f�rst World
Roman�
Congress

6.317

Ov y�lo �s� Is �t okay L�t. �s there heart
here

1.75

Pach�v tumenge Romale "Th�s song was offered
as a g�ft to worthy men"

 3.94

Perdal l paya Beyond the waters �.e. the Amer�cas 3.239

P�r� telemosa ch� athadjol
o kam

The kettle that l�es face
down cannot get much
sunl�ght

 4.96

Prohasar man opre p�rende
- sa muro dj�ben semas
opre chengende

Bury me stand�ng - I've
been on my knees all my
l�fe

 1.304

Putrav lesko drom angle
leste te na �nkrav les ma�
but palpale mura br�gasa

I open h�s way �n the
new l�fe aga�n and
release h�m from the
fetters of my sorrow

R�tual phrase to
mark the end of
mourn�ng

3.236

Rode ch�a bora le kanensa
ta� te na le yakensa

Select one's daughter-�n-
law w�th the ears and

Pay more
attent�on to

3.181
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not w�th the eyes reputat�on than
looks

Romale ta� shavale akarel
tume o Pul�ka

By your leave, gypsy
men and youths, th�s �s
Pul�ka call�ng you

The proper,
formal way to
address Rom

3.212

Romale ta� Shavale,
Churara ta� w� Lovara

Gypsy men and youths,
Churara and Lovara
al�ke

 4.150

Sako peskero charo d�khel Everybody sees only h�s
own d�sh

 1.35

Sar lac� and'ekh vadra L�ke crabs �n a bucket  1.296

Savo Sp�ro Wh�ch Sp�ro?  9.193

Shuk tsk� khalpe la royasa Beauty cannot be eaten
w�th a spoon

 3.181

S� khoha�mo may
pach�valo sar o chach�mo

There are l�es more
bel�evable than truth

 3.82

Stank� nasht� ch� arakenpe
manushen sha�

Mounta�ns do not meet,
but people do

 3.206

Te avel angla tute, kodo
khabe ta� kado p�mo ta�
menge pe sast�maste

May th�s food be before
you, and �n your
memory, and may �t
prof�t us �n good health
and �n good sp�r�t

 3.235

Te avel angle tute May th�s be before you  3.80

Te avel mange bakht
drago mange w� te avav
po gunoy

All we need �s good
luck. W�th luck I would
not even m�nd s�tt�ng on
a dungh�ll

 4.95

Te aves yert�me mander
ta� te yert�l tut o Del

I forg�ve you and may
God forg�ve you as I do

 3.179

Te b�sterdon tumare anava May your names be
forgotten

 1.59

Te den, xa, te maren, de-
nash

When you are g�ven, eat,
when you are beaten,
run away

Nash - run -
whence nash

1.35

Te khal�on ta� te
sh�ngerdjon che gada, ha�
tu te tra�s sast�masa ta�
voyasa

May your clothes r�p
and wear out, but may
you l�ve on �n good
health and �n fulf�llment

Armaya 3.107

Te lol�rav I phuv mure
ratesa

May I redden the earth
w�th my blood

Armaya 3.175

Te malavel les � menk�va May the mal�gnant  4.92
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d�sease waste h�m

Te merav May I d�e Armaya 3.169

Te merel amaro kuro o
lasho

May our favour�te
stall�on d�e

Armaya 3.169

Te merel mur� shey May my ch�ld d�e
tomorrow

Armaya 9.134

Te merel muro dad, mur�,
de�

May my father, mother,
brothers d�e

Armaya 3.169

Te na khuchos perdal cho
ushal�n

To try to jump over your
own shadow

Lovara 3.44

Te pabaren mange
memel�a

May you burn candles
for me

Armaya 3.169

Te ph�rav pa-o gav L�t. To go about the
v�llage �e to beg

Poland 1.200

Te poch�nen penge lazhav Pay for the�r shame  3.174

Te prakhon man pasho o
X

May I be bur�ed next to
X

Armaya 3.169

Te shordjol mur� godj� sar
shordjol kad� bera

May my bra�ns flow out
the way th�s beer flows
out �f ...

Lovara armaya 3.166

Te shordjol muro rat May my blood sp�ll Armaya 3.169

Te vest�nel o dost� T�to, te
vest�nena o jugoslovenske
manusha

Long l�ve comrade T�to
and long l�ve the
Yugoslav people

 1.20

Te xav ka to b�av May I eat at your
wedd�ng

 1.76

Yekka bul�asa nasht�
beshes pe done grastende

W�th one beh�nd you
can't s�t on two horses

 3.47

Yodjo la M�mako
Zhamutro

L�t. "Yodjo, M�m�'s son-
�n-law

 3.115

Zhan le Devlesa ta�
sast�masa

Go w�th God and �n
good health

 4.95

 

Notes:

1. The f�rst f�gure �n the source column refers to the l�st of sources g�ven here, wh�le the second f�gure refers (where appl�cable) to
the page number of the c�tat�on.

2. Abbrev�at�ons used: fr. - from, l�t. - l�terally, mod. Ind. - modern Ind�an, Skr. - Sanskr�t.
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